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GENERAL NOTES 

The Seattle Meeting of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. — 
Seattle is more than 1400 miles from Pasadena and nearly 2000 
miles from Flagstaff, yet delegates from the Lowell and the Mount 
Wilson Observatory as well as from the Lick, the Berkeley Stu- 
dents, and the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory were in attend- 
ance upon the meeting of our Society which was held in Seattle on 
June 1 7 th- 1 9th in conjunction with the meeting of the Pacific 
Division of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. Members of the Society from several of the colleges and 
universities in the Pacific area, and some from San Francisco and 
other places who are not connected with any institution were also 
present. We thus had a gathering which, if not very large, was 
thoroly representative and the meeting must be regarded as a very 
satisfactory one. 

The Committee of Arrangements for the meeting of the Pacific 
Division (Professor S. L. Boothroyd of the University of Wash- 
ington, being the local representative of our Society) generously 
aided by President Suzzalo and the faculty of the University of 
Washington, had made every possible provision for our comfort 
and entertainment. The halls of the University were placed at our 
disposal; automobiles were at hand at the close of the afternoon 
sessions on Thursday and Friday to take, us out on the beautiful 
parkways about the city; luncheon was served both days at the 
Faculty Men's Club and at the cafeteria in .the Home Economics 
building; and, on Friday evening, a complimentary dinner was 
given to all members of the Association. 

General meetings in which all of the affiliated societies partici- 
pated were held on the afternoons and evenings of the two days 
and a Research Conference was combined with the luncheons at the 
Faculty Men's Club. Professor A. O. Leuschner, Director of the 
Students' Observatory, Berkeley, and Dean of the Graduate School 
of the University of California, gave the opening address at this 
Conference, his topic being "Research in the College as contrasted 
with the University." Addresses were also made by delegates from 
the Universities of Washington and Oregon and the State College of 
Washington, and the Conference closed, on the second day, with a 
general discussion of the relation between research and instruction 
in our colleges and universities. 
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The meetings on Thursday afternoon took the form of two Sym- 
posia, one on Einstein's Theory of Relativity, the other on the 
Animal and Plant Resources of the North Pacific Ocean. On 
Thursday evening the Retiring President of the Division, Professor 
J. C. Merriam, gave an address on "The Research Spirit in Every- 
Day Affairs of the Average Man;" on Friday afternoon Professor 
R. W. Brock of the University of British Columbia, gave an illus- 
trated address on "The Last Crusade under Allenby;" and on 
Friday evening Dr. Paul W. Merrill of the Mount Wilson Observa- 
tory, as substitute for Dr. C. E. St. John, whose name appeared 
upon the program but who was unable to attend, delivered the 
Sigma Xi-Phi Beta Kappa lecture which is a feature of the annual 
Commencement exercises of the University, speaking on the subject 
"The Chemistry of the Stars." 

Many excursions were arranged for Saturday, including one to 
Victoria, B. C, where by the courtesy of Director Plaskett, oppor- 
tunity was given for an inspection of the splendid 72-inch reflector 
before dark and for a view of the stars with it later on. 

Speaking more specifically of the meeting of our own Society, we 
carried out in full the program announced in the June number of 
these Publications. The first session was held in Denny Hall on 
Thursday morning, June 17th, the American Physical Society, by 
invitation, meeting with us. President J. H. Moore presided and 
ten papers were read, several of them giving rise to interesting dis- 
cussions. On Friday morning, in turn, we joined, by invitation, in 
the Meeting of the American Physical Society and several astron- 
omers participated in the discussions of the papers presented. On 
Thursday afternoon we joined the mathematicians and physicists 
in the symposium on Relativity. Dr. Eric T. Bell of the University 
of Washington gave an excellent presentation of Einstein's theory 
from the mathematician's point of view. It had been arranged that 
Dr. St. John should discuss the astronomical bearings of the theory. 
In his enforced absence, Professor Boothroyd, who presided, called 
upon Dr. J. H. Moore, who made a brief but very clear statement 
of the three quantitative tests of the theory which are afforded by 
astronomical phenomena and pointed out the necessity for further 
observations before final judgment is pronounced. Professor E. P. 
Lewis of the University of California was also called upon and spoke 
effectively from the point of view of the physicist. 
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As already noted, Director J. S. Plaskett had generously invited 
the members of the Pacific Division to visit the observatory at 
Victoria on Saturday. Practically all the members of our Society 
who were in attendance and a number of other members of the 
Division accepted the invitation. When we landed, we found 
Director Plaskett and the members of the observatory staff await- 
ing us with automobiles and were taken for a drive about the city 
and thence to the observatory on Little Saanich Hill. Here we held 
the second regular session of our meeting, the attendance being 
quite as large as at Seattle. Afterwards, with Dr. and Mrs. Plaskett 
and the observatory staff as hosts, we enjoyed a picnic supper under 
the trees near the observatory in which we were joined by a number 
of friendsof the institution from Victoria. Wethenhad the privilege 
of examining in detail the mirror and mounting of the great re- 
flector. In its optical and in its mechanical properties it seems to 
leave little to be desired, and that Dr. Plaskett and his small staff 
— four observers in all — are making effective use of it is amply 
demonstrated by the fact that in the first two years of its history 
they have accumulated several thousand excellent spectrograms 
and have discovered no less than one hundred spectroscopic 
binaries. 

From every point of view, the Seattle-Victoria meeting of our 
Society must be accounted most successful and credit for this is due 
in large measure to Professor S. L. Boothroyd, Chairman of our 
Program Committee, and to Dr. J. S. Plaskett. 

R. G. A. 



A New Solar Observatory Station. — It is reported that Dr. C. G. 
Abbot, Director of the Astrophysical Observatory of the Smithso- 
nian Institution, is establishing a station on the Haqua Hala 
mountains, near Wenden, Arizona. The plan is to get continuous 
first class measurements of the solar radiation for comparison with 
those being made at a similar station, which has been located at 
Calama, Chile. The observations at two such widely separated 
stations should provide a definite answer to the question as to 
whether or not the so-called "solar constant" is truly a constant. 
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National Committee of Canada for the International Astronomical 
Union. — It is announced that the personnel of this Committee is 
as follows: 

Dr. Otto Klotz, Director Dominion Observatory (Chairman). 

Dr. J. S.- Plaskett, Director Dominion Astrophysical Obser- 
vatory. 

R. M. Stewart, Assistant Director Dominion Observatory. 

Dr. R. E. DeLury, Research Astronomer Dominion Obser- 
vatory. 

Dr. F. Henroteau, Astronomer Dominion Observatory. 

W. E. Harper, Research Astronomer Dominion Astrophysical 
Observatory. 

Dr. C. A. Chant, Professor of Astronomy University of Toronto. 

Dr. A. F. Miller, Toronto. 

C. C. Smith, Meridian Circle, Dominion Observatory. 

Dr. R. K. Young, Astronomer Dominion Astrophysical Obser- 
vatory. 

Professor L V. King, McGill University, Montreal. 



